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Annual  Kepopt  of  the  jVIedical  Officer  of 
Health  of  the  Hural  District  of  Plomesgate. 

- Sgs&S - 


My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

I  beg  to  submit  to  you  my  Twentieth  Annual  Report  upon  the  sanitary  condition 
of  the  Rural  District  of  Plomesgate. 

There  were  456  births  registered  during  the  year  1900,  being  43  less  than  the 
number  registered  in  1899  and  giving  a  birth  rate  of  24'3  as  compared  with  26‘2  for  the 
preceding  year. 

During  the  past  year  there  were  349  deaths  registered,  being  an  increase  of  70  on 
the  number  registered  in  1899  and  giving  a  death  rate  of  18'5  per  1,000  inhabitants, 
this  being  4  per  1,000  higher  than  that  for  the  preceding  year.  The  number  of  deaths 
of  infants  under  one  year  of  age  was  55,  being  7  more  than  the  number  occurring  at  that 
age  in  1899  and  giving  a  rate  of  120’0  per  1,000  births  registered,  of  the  remaining  294 
deaths,  181  had  attained  the  age  of  65  years. 

Twenty-two  deaths  occurred  in  the  Union  Workhouse,  15  of  which  were  those  of 
persons  over  65  years  of  age. 

The  number  of  deaths  caused  by  the  6  principal  zymotic  diseases  was  15,  6  being 
registered  as  due  to  diphtheria,  3  to  whooping-cough,  1  each  to  measles,  scarlet  and  enteric 
fever  and  3  to  diarrhoea,  2  of  the  last  named  occuring  in  the  Union  Workhouse. 

During  the  past  year  76  cases  of  infectious  diseases  were  notified,  as  compared 
with  85  in  the  year  1899,  and  of  that  number  45  related  to  diphtheria  and  20  to  scarlet 
fever,  the  remainder  comprising  7  cases  of  erysipelas,  3  of  enteric  and  one  of  puerpural 
fever. 


The  Plomesgate  Union  was  again  free  from  any  case  of  small-pox  during  the 
year  1900. 

During  the  past  year  there  were  20  cases  of  scarlet  fever  notified,  of  these, 
8  occurred  in  the  parish  of  Wickham  Market,  7  in  Eyke,  3  in  Framlingham  and  one 
each  in  Saxmundham,  Cretingham,  and  Glemham  Magna.  The  cases  at  Wickham 
Market  were,  I  have  no  doubt,  a  continuation  of  the  outbreak  which  occurred  at  Lime 
Tree  Terrace  at  the  end  of  the  year  1899.  The  first  3  cases  of  the  outbreak  at  Eyke 
had  been  ill  for  three  weeks  previous  to  being  notified  and  I  believe  that  there  had  been 
other  cases  in  the  parish  prior  to  these.  In  one  of  the  cases  at  Framlingham  the  disease 
was  imported,  and  on  the  premises  where  cases  occurred  at  Saxmundham  and  Cretingham 
the  drains  were  in  an  offensive  state,  and  the  case  at  Glemham  Magna  was  infected  at 
Cretingham.  One  death  was  registered  as  being  due  to  this  disease  with  complications. 

During  the  year  1900  there  were  notified  45  cases  of  diphtheria  and  of  this  number 
23  occurred  in  connection  with  the  outbreak  at  Benhall,  5  at  Friston,  4  at  Wickham 
Market,  3  each  at  Blaxhall  and  Parham,  2  at  Framlingham  and  single  cases  in  the 
parishes  of  Eyke,  Monewden,  Glemham  Magna,  Saxmundham  and  Cransford.  The 
outbreak  at  Benhall  commenced  in  the  middle  of  June  and  was  caused,  I  believe,  by  a 
dead  well  overflowing  by  the  drain  leading  into  it  and  saturating  the  soil  all  round  and 
creating  a  most  serious  nuisance,  cases  of  the  disease  continued  to  occur,  chiefly  amongst 
relatives  of  the  first  family  affected,  until  the  beginning  of  October.  The  outbreak  at 
Friston,  infecting  3  houses,  commenced  at  the  Chequers  Inn,  and  here  again  was  an 
exact  repetition  of  the  cause  at  Benhall.  Of  the  4  cases  which  occurred  in  the  parish  of 
Wickham  Market  and  infecting  4  houses,  1  was  caused  by  an  un trapped  sink-pipe  leading 
into  a  dead  well,  and  the  other  3  had  very  confined  back  premises  which  were  in  a  very 
wet  state  and  contained  a  defective  drain  and  a  large  collection  of  decaying  vegetable 
matter.  The  3  cases,  occurring  in  one  house  at  Blaxhall,  I  was  unable  to  account  for, 
but  at  Parham,  a  child  had  returned  from  a  London  Fever  Hospital  where  she  had  been 


Typhoid  fever. 

Erysipelas. 
Puerpural  fever. 

Whooping-cough. 

Measles. 

Influenza. 

Diarrhoea. 

Phthisis. 

Water. 

Over-crowding. 


treated  for  this  disease.  Of  the  2  cases  occurring  at  Framlingham,  I  am  of  opinion  that 
one  was  due  to  confined,  wet,  back  premises  with  defective  drain,  and  that  the  other  was 
imported.  The  case  at  Saxmundham  was  a  person  using  the  common  lodging  house  ;  the 
one  at  Monewden,  I  believe  to  have  been  caused  by  a  defective  drain  connected  with  the 
house,  but  I  was  unable  to  account  for  the  appearance  of  the  disease  at  Eyke,  Glemham 
Magna  or  Cransford.  Six  deaths  were  registered  from  this  disease  during  the  year. 

Only  3  cases  of  Typhoid  Fever  were  notified  during  the  year,  2  being  in  the 
parish  of  Saxmundham,  both  of  which  contracted  the  disease  away  from  home,  and  one 
at  Framlingham  where  the  premises  were  not  in  a  satisfactory  state,  nor  was  the  water 
fit  for  drinking  purposes,  this  case  terminated  fatally. 

Seven  cases  of  erysipelas,  occurring  in  6  different  parishes,  were  notified  during 
the  year,  being  one  less  than  in  the  previous  year.  No  death  was  caused  by  this  disease. 

There  was  only  1  case  of  puerpural  fever  notified  during  the  year  1900,  whilst 
there  were  4  in  1899.  The  1  case  ended  fatally. 

Whooping-cough  was  very  prevalent  at  the  commencement  of  the  year  in  the 
parishes  of  Snape,  Blaxhall,  Cransford,  Bruisyard,  and  Framlingham,  in  consequence  of 
which,  the  schools  were  closed  for  a  short  period.  Three  deaths  were  registered  as  due  to 
this  disease,  complicated  with  other  diseases  of  the  respiratory  organs. 

Measles  were  prevalent  in  many  parts  of  the  district,  in  the  summer  months,  in 
consequence  of  which  the  schools  at  Glemham  Parva,  Blaxhall,  Chillesford  and 
Framlingham  were  closed. 

There  have  been  a  great  many  cases  of  influenza  in  the  district,  throughout  the 
year,  this  disease  being  given  as  the  primary  cause  of  death  in  27  cases,  21  of  which 
were  65  years  of  age  and  upwards. 

The  district  has  been  remarkably  free  from  diarrhoea  during  the  past  year. 

The  number  of  deaths  registered  as  due  to  phthisis  was  19,  being  2  more  than  in 
either  of  the  2  previous  years. 

The  usual  precautions  have  been  taken  in  every  infectious  case  to  prevent  the 
disease  spreading  and  the  premises  visited  by  the  sanitary  inspector  and  myself. 

During  the  past  year  the  water  supply  of  the  district  has  been  fairly  good,  both 
as  regards  quantity  and  quality.  I  have  examined  35  samples,  10  of  which  I  found  to 
be  unfit  for  drinking  purposes.  The  water  obtained  from  the  pump  in  Middle  Street, 
Wickham  Market,  is  still  unfit  for  drinking  purposes. 

Two  cases  of  overcrowding  have  been  abated  without  legal  proceedings  being 
necessary. 

I  have  visited  nearly  all  the  slaughter  houses  in  the  district  and  found  them  in  a 
satisfactory  state  ;  the  common  lodging  houses  at  Saxmundham  and  Framlingham  I  have 
also  visited  and  found  them  to  be  kept  very  clean  and  in  good  sanitary  condition. 

At  the  time  Saxmundham  was  created  an  Urban  District  the  drainage  and  water 
supply  were  still  under  discussion. 

The  sanitary  inspector’s  report  shows  that  since  his  appointment  he  has  inspected 
the  whole  district  and  has  caused  16  drains  to  be  repaired,  7  cesspools  to  be  cleansed, 
11  privies  to  be  cleansed  and  repaired  and  2  new  ones  built,  9  wells  have  been  cleansed 
and  2  closed. 

I  append  tables  1,  2,  3  and  4,  giving  births,  deaths,  and  cases  of  infectious  disease, 
classified  according  to  age,  locality,  and  disease,  together  with  the  averages  for  the  past 
10  years. 

I  beg  to  remain,  my  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  CORDY  KEER, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  to  the  Rural  District  of  Plomesgate. 


March  18  th,  1901. 
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